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Third Sunday of Advent
December 11, 2011

MASS SCHEDULE

Weekend Masses
Saturday: 6:15 PM Vigil

Sunday: 9:00 AM -11:00 AM
1:30 PM (en Espanol)
6:15 PM

Weekday Masses
Monday through Friday 6:30AM
Friday 8:45AM School Mass
(All are welcome!)

CONFESSION

Saturday: 5:00 — 6:00 PM
Sunday: 1:00 PM (en Espanol)

NOVENA & BENEDICTION
Monday: 7:30 PM

PERPETUAL ADORATION CHAPEL
Always open
Information: 766-2867

Rev. Msgr. Joseph F. Hanley, Jr., Pastor
Rev. Max Kishe, Parochial Vicar
James R. Moore, Deacon
5 Saint Teresa Drive * Charleston, SC 29407
(843) 556-0801 // Fax (843) 556-2851
Website: http://www.blsac.org
Email: blesssac@bellsouth.net




TODAY

FLOWERS IN THE CHURCH are from Sandra
*@ “Sissy” (Kerr) and James Michael Stoughton who
@ were married in Blessed Sacrament Church on

Saturday and are given in memory of Mrs. Sarah E.
Tizzano, grandmother of Sandra, and Louis E. Frizelle,
grandfather of James.

FLOWERS UNDER THE CHAPEL ALTAR are in loving
memory of Nze Hyacinth C. Onwuka (1st Anniv., Dec. 11)
with love from his daughter, Nkechi Ita Uwah, and family.

FLOWER DONATIONS: If you wish to donate flowers,
please call Alice Bolchoz at 766-7202. The deadline for
flower announcements is the Sunday evening prior to
publication. When paying for flowers, please put your check
in a separate envelope marked “flowers.”

The SECOND COLLECTION today is for the Retirement
Fund for Religious. Today, many religious communities
struggle to care for their elderly members. This is an
opportunity to honor and thank thousands of senior
Catholic sisters, brothers, and religious order priests for their
faithful service. . The second collection NEXT
SUNDAY will be for Education and Maintenance.

THISWEEK
SUNDAY: December 11
10:00 AM Religious Education
Catholicism program - MR
12:00 PM Advent Dinner - Parish Hall
MONDAY: December 12
7:00 PM St. Vincent de Paul - MR
Our Lady of Guadalupe Mass
7:30 PM Novena and Benediction
TUESDAY: December 13
7:00 PM Stewardship - MR
WED: December 14
6:45 PM Choir Practice
7:00 PM RCIA - Parish Hall
THURSDAY: December 15
7:00 PM Bible Study - MR
FRIDAY: December 16
8:45 AM School Mass
Noon BSS Early Dismissal

ADVENT CORNER

The BLESSED SACRAMENT PARISH ADVENT
DINNER will take place today, after the 11:00 a.m. Mass in
the parish hall. Parishioners are asked to bring non-
perishable food items or a monetary donation for the St.
Vincent de Paul food pantry.

A RECONCILIATION SERVICE is a gathering, with
prayer and song, to affirm our common need for forgiveness
and our sharing in God’s forgiveness through Jesus Christ.
The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available at the end of
the service. Reconciliation services during Advent in our
area include: Dec. 12, 7 p.m. at St. John the Beloved;
Dec. 14, 7 p.m. at Inmaculate Conception; Dec. 15, 7:00
p.m. at St. Joseph; Dec. 21, 7:00 p.m. at St. Theresa Little
Flower.

ADDITIONAL CONFESSION HOURS will be available
at Blessed Sacrament during the week before Christmas as
follows: Tuesday, December 20, 10am and 7pm;
Wednesday, December 21, 4pm and 7pm; and Thursday,
December 22, 10am and 4pm.

CHRISTMAS MASS REMEMBRANCE
ENVELOPES & CHRISTMAS FLOWER
OFFERING ENVELOPES have been placed
by the doors of the church. Envelopes should
be turned in to the parish office (via the
collection basket or U.S. mail) by December 19. If you have
any questions about Christmas flower memorials, please call
the parish office at 556-0801.

The ANGEL TREE is once again in place. Angels have
been placed on the tree with designation of children and
elderly homebound individuals to sponsor. Please sponsor
a needy child or senior this year as part of your Christmas
season. Gifts should be returned by December 15th.

TODAY CONTINUED

Cards with PEOPLE’S RESPONSES FOR THE MASS
are being provided in the pews to help with the new
translation from the Roman Missal. The changes stand out
on the cards - they appear in dark (bold) print. Please
leave the cards in the pews. Copies of the cards to take
home may be found at the doors.

RELIGIOUS ART CALENDARS for 2012 are available
at the doors of the church - one per house, for now, please.
We are grateful to James A. McAlister, Inc., Funeral Home,
for providing the calendars.
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YOUTH CORNER

CROSSOVER

(6th-8th Graders)
THIS WEEK
Sat., Dec. 10- NO MEETING - Christmas Caroling at
2:30pm

NEXT WEEK

Sat., Dec. 17- NO MEETING because ...

Sun., Dec. 18- 6:15-8:45 pm
Bring: $1 for St. Vincent de Paul
We will come together at the 6:15 pm Mass and
then go to the Parish Hall for an end of the year
Christmas Party.

OUTREACH
(9th-12th Graders)
THIS WEEK
Sun., Dec. 11 - NO MEETING - Christmas Caroling at
2:30pm on Saturday, Dec. 10

Tues., Dec. 13 - Mass 6:30-7:00 am
Start your day with Mass.
Wed., Dec. 14 - Bible Study
Joe’s Office - 6:00-7:30 pm
Bring a Bible.
NEXT WEEK

Sun., Dec. 18- 6:15-8:45 pm

Bring: $1 for St. Vincent de Paul
We will come together at the 6:15 pm Mass and
then go to the Parish Hall for an end of the year
Christmas Party.

Joe Burgess, Youth Minister - 670-5550

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS

RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF

ADULTS (RCIA) PROGRAM: The next

>~ class will be held on December 14th in the

' Parish Hall at 7:00 p.m. The topic for this

< ass will be “Word Made Flesh - Light of the

World”. For more information about our RCIA
program, please call Sr. Colie at 556-0801.

CATHOLICISM: A JOURNEY TO THE HEART
OF THE FAITH is an adult documentary film created
by Father Robert Barron, a Professor of Theology at
Mundelein Seminary. This adult DVD series is shown
in the meeting room (Kindergarten Building) after the
9:00 a.m. Mass. Each session will last 25 minutes with
a short discussion following the viewing. The next
viewing will be December 11th. The title for December
11 is “The Ineffable Mystery of God.” All are invited.
For more information, go to www.wordonfire.org.

PARISH NEWS

Congratulations, SISTER JEAN MARIE O’SHEA,
with deep appreciation for your 60 years of love and
service as a Sister of Charity of Our Lady of Mercy.
You are a blessing to us all!

THANK YOU to all who helped with the Feeding of
the Multitude. Thank you to those who contributed
and fixed food, who served at the dinner and who
helped with set-up and clean-up. Thanks also the choir
for singing at this event.

The SCHOOL MASS will be celebrated this week on
Friday at 8:45 a.m.

BLESSED SACRAMENT SCHOOL

Happy Advent from BSS! You may notice that some of our outside classroom windows are decorated with Advent can-
dles that are “lit” during this season as we prepare ourselves for the birth of Jesus.

The BSS 4™ and 5™ graders worked hard on a Christmas production, The Mystery of Simon Shepherd. The program was
a musical about Simon, a shepherd, who is missing during census time in Bethlehem. Simon is nowhere to be found,
and Judge Trudy Justice is the only one who can help in such a baffling case!

BSS is collecting unwrapped presents, toiletries, and nonperishable food items. These items will be distributed at Christ-
mas to those in need. The collection boxes will be in the school lobby.
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The Mission of Blessed Sacrament Church is to form and
sustain a Catholic community in which all are welcomed and
provided with the opportunities and means to know Christ
better, to grow in faith and love, and to give witness jointly to
the Kingdom of God by their lives.

IMAGINE AN AFTERNOON AT THE MALL
CAN HE BE TALKING TO ME?

John was clothed in camel’s hair,
with a leather belt around his waist.
He fed on locusts and wild honey.

Imagine for a moment, casually walking through the Tanger Outlet

Mall ... window shopping for Christmas gift ideas. At the food

o . . court, you decide to pause for a rest to gather your thoughts and

a GOd.Plea S’ng L,fe! grab a quick snack. Advancing slowly in line, you sense a small

commotion around one of the tables over your left shoulder. You

stretch to see what’s going on and notice an oddly dressed man

MAKE s TRA 'GHT sitting alone at one of the far tables apparently eating from a sack

carried at his side. His dress looks more homeless than shopper.

THE WAY And, his food sack is more crumpled brown bag than the brightly

colored wraps of the food court vendors. “Obviously, a street

person looking for some shelter from the cold outside” is your first

OF THE LORD thought. You turn indifferently to pay attention to the menu as you
approach the counter.

But you can’t fully turn away. Something about this man draws your attention back across the food court. The
crowd around him is getting bigger. Some seem to be engaging him in conversation. Some even seem angry. In the
distance, you see two security guards slowly moving toward the small crowd assembling around the homeless man.
Your thoughts are a mixture of a wish that the situation will be handled peacefully and a desire to not become
involved.

Unexpectedly, the man stands up, turns and seems to be looking directly at you when he calls out in a loud voice,
“One mightier than I is coming after me. I am not worthy to stoop and loosen the thongs of his sandals. I have baptized
you with water, he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” (Mark 1:7-8)

Imagine for a moment your reaction! Would you immediately turn away trying to avoid his eyes? Would you
pretend not to hear him attempting to ignore the crowd’s glances in your direction? Or, do you silently begin to
wonder, “Can he be talking to me?”

Can He Be Talking To Me? - Welcome to Advent! Advent is a time to ask and answer this question for ourselves.
Beyond the glitz and glitter ... beyond the rush of trips to the mall and shopping ... beyond the excitement of
Christmas parties and social gatherings ... beyond the glow of family get-togethers and shared experiences ... beyond
the anticipation of opening presents on Christmas morning... beyond all of the trimmings of the season ... there is
John the Baptist, the voice of one crying out in the desert (or across the food court), urging us to “Make straight the
way of the Lord.” (John 1:23)

What’s is the Way of the Lord? John the Baptist’s warning to the Pharisees and Sadducees, “Produce good fruit as
evidence of your repentance” (Matthew 3:8), provides the route to be traveled. Advent is a time to grow closer in our
relationship with God by consciously, prayerfully asking God to guide us “to produce good fruit” through the sharing
of our gifts within our families, our parish, our school and our community. Each person’s talents are vital to what
happens at home, at work, at the grocery store, wherever we live, wherever we are. Advent is a time to discern
through prayer and reflection what talents we have to offer and how God would have us to use them “to produce good
fruit” in our lives and the lives of all around us. Advent is the time to reflect on how we will respond to the call to
participate in the preparation for the coming of the Kingdom of God.

Imagine an afternoon at the Mall. Is that man in the food court talking to you? How will you respond?



HERE & AROUND THE DIOCESE

The SECOND ANNUAL EMMAUS EXPERIENCE
sponsored by Christ Our King Parish will take place
from Friday, January 27 through Sunday, January 29
at Camp St. Christopher on Seabrook Island. This is a
retreat for men. The cost of the retreat is $150.00
which includes room, board and the program. To reg-
ister or for more information, call Leo Albano at 843-
568-8987 or email him at leo@olympicpt.net.

The Diocese of Charleston is happy to announce the
PRIESTLY ORDINATION OF DEACON FILIP
WODECKI on Wednesday, December 28, 2011, at
6:00 p.m. at the Cathedral of St. John the Baptist. All
are invited to come and participate in this diocesan
celebration.

(- Charleston Symphony Orchestra members
~ Damian and Asako Kremer have offered their
time and talent to perform a FUNDRAISING
CONCERT FOR THE DAUGHTERS OF
ST. PAUL. They will perform a family holi-
day concert at the Pauline Media Center at 243 King
Street on Wednesday, December 21, at 7 p.m. Des-
serts and coffee and punch will be available after the
concert. Cost for tickets will be $20 for adults, and
families of any size can attend for a total of $30.

HOST FAMILIES ARE NEEDED for several inter-
national students who would like to attend Bishop
England High School for the upcoming second semes-
ter. These F-1 visa students speak English, are fully
insured, and have their own pocket money for per-
sonal expenses. Host families provide room and board
and receive a generous monthly hosting stipend. For

more information, please contact Shelayne White at
843-830-4052 or at Shelaynew.gmail.com.

HOMEWORKS OF AMERICA needs
teens and adults to make repairs to the
homes of the elderly and the disadvantaged
in the Greater Columbia area December 27 through
December 30. No skill level is required. For more in-
formation or to help, call Hank Chardos at 803-781-
4536 or email h.chardos@homeworksusa.net.

T

TRI-COUNTY CATHOLIC FELLOWSHIP
GROUP: 40 + singles - Welcome! If you would like

to join our group or get information, call Janette Kille
at 821-4020.

LOCAL NEWS

Sunday morning religious education stu-

dents are COLLECTING TOILETRIES

to be distributed to the nursing homes

from Thanksgiving to Christmas. A note
will be going home with the children. Please bring
these items to class on Sunday or drop them off at the
parish office.

PERPETUAL ADORATION: The Perpetual Adora-
tion Chapel has been open 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week for over 27 years. It is open to all people of faith
and is made possible by adorers who commit to
spending one hour each week before our Lord in the
Blessed Sacrament. There is always a need for new
adorers. Adorers are needed for the following days

and times: Tuesday, 2 to 3 a.m. and Noon to 1 p.m.;
Wednesday, 3 to 4 a.m.; Thursday, midnight to 1 a.m.;
and Saturday, 6 to 7 a.m. If you can fill one of these

hours on a weekly basis, please call Charlie Lindsey at
766-2867. Do you hear the call? Will you answer it?

i

LYDIA’S CORNER NEEDS YOUR
HELP. If you like boutiques and being
) part of a worthy cause, the Daughters of
St. Paul need you! Retail experience
would be helpful but not necessary, and
training will be available. We are also looking for
someone to handle on-line sales. Please contact
Rosalea Donahue, 886-5611, or rosaleavsd@aol.com
for more information.

A REGISTERED NURSE with 35 years experience
and referrals would like to do home care in the West
Ashley / James Island areas. She is a member of St.
Joseph’s Catholic Church. If interested, call 843-556-
9010.

The K of C Council 12472 will be selling
the KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS
CAR MAGNETS after Mass on the
weekends of December 10/11 and De-
cember 17/18. The cost is $5 per mag-
net. The donations will be used to support Operation
HOPE (“Helping Other People Everyday”), an organi-
zation dedicated to increasing the self-reliance and dig-
nity of our challenged citizens.
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WEEKLY READINGS IN OUR PRAYERS

Mon., Dec. 12 Zechariah 2:14-17
Luke 1:39-47
Zephaniah 3:1-2, 9-13
Matthew 21:28-32

Isaiah 45:6-8, 18-25

Tues., Dec. 13

Wed., Dec. 14

Luke 7:18-23
Thurs., Dec. 15 [saiah 54:1-10

Luke 7:24-30
Fri., Dec. 16 Isaiah 56:1-3, 6-8

John 5:33-36

Sat., Dec. 17 Genesis 49:2, 8-10
Matthew 1:1-17
2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-16

Luke 1:26-38

RESPECT LIFE

ROSARY AT ABORTION FACILITY: Please join Rev.
Dennis B. Willey, Pastor at Sacred Heart Parish and Christ the
Divine Teacher Parish, who will lead the Rosary and prayers
at the West Ashley abortion facility at 1312 Ashley River Road
on Saturday, December 17, from 8:00-9:00 a.m. For more
information, call Stephen Boyle at 763-0681.

Sun., Dec. 18

TODAY’S READINGS: The command to
“rejoice always” may seem like a demanding
requirement, given the fact that things do not
always go our way, because of circumstances
beyond our control. Yet this rejoicing is always
possible, because it is based on the salvation which Christ has
come to bring. “I rejoice heartily in the Lord,” Isaiah writes,
“for he has clothed me with a robe of salvation and wrapped
me in a mantle of justice.”

This “justice,” manifested when God rescues his people (for
example, from slavery in Egypt), has come to us in the Divine
Child whose birth we are preparing to celebrate. He wrapped
us in a mantle of justice when, by his death and resurrection,
he rescued us from the power of death. “To proclaim liberty
to captives” is his mission, as the First Reading indicates in a
passage that would later be quoted by Christ himself in
reference to his own ministry. The Christmas song “O Holy
Night” reflects this theme when it says, “Chains shall he break,
for the slave is our brother, and in his name all oppression
shall cease.”

We who are rescued must rescue the poor and weak among
us, including the poorest and weakest, the unborn children.
To celebrate the God who comes to free the oppressed, and
has freed us, means to commit ourselves to ending oppression
in our culture. (priestsforlife.org)

,{ MASS INTENTIONS: Betty Albenesius,
"‘ns Stephen T. Albenesius, Baby Nathan (Birthday
“@Fe Anniv., Dec. 8), Hampton M. Beckmann, Henry
“Bunt” Beckmann, Bernard Bevis, Robert Bissey,
Kevin Blanchard (2nd Anniv., Dec. 14), Les
Blyth, Marion (Mickey) Burn, Mary Agnes Cannon, M/M
Thomas R. Cotten, Joseph Walter Cotten, Thomas R.
Cotten, Jr., Deacon Nick Cuomo (Birthday Anniv., Dec.
3), Carol Lynn DeSouza (Birthday Anniv., Dec. 12),
Camellia (Mamie) Figliorelli, Thomas Figliorelli, Edward
Finnerty, Sr., Joan Finnerty, Theresa D. Francese (30th
Anniv., Dec. 11), Louis Frizelle, Helen Garrett, Demetrio &
Filomena Gonzales, Rita Heidtman, A. Patrick Hiott,
Donald Hiott, William Kenneth Johnson, Arthur P. Jones,
Rebecca L. Jones, Daniel Kennerty, Sr., Lawrence J.
Kennerty, Mary Ann Lilienthal, Bernard Maginn, Buddy
Maginn, Neola Beckmann McAndrews, Caroline D.
McDermott, Charles W. McDermott, George Moskos, Sr.,
Robert Register, Mike Sibbald, Raymond Sibbald, Joseph
Soffera, Mary Soffera, Special Intention (living), Mark
(Mickey) Tezza, Caronell Thomy, Lee & Ella Nora
Welcker, Ron L. Welcker, and Lucille Zwingmann.

FOR THE SICK OF OUR PARISH: Mary Armstrong,
Marie F. Baker, Gene Burgess, Barbara Burkett, Jerry
Burn, Emma Carothers, Stacy Casserly, Bea Clair,
Rosemary Cook, Myrtice Couturier, Mary Daily, Debbie
Day, Michael Drawdy, Kit Dunlap, Lillian Eisenhauer,
Veronica Fisher, Martha Fox, Roy Fox, Gaetano Francese,
Vincenza Francese, Tricia Frankenberg, Tommy Garrett,
Robin Garvin, Cooper Hardy, Dr. Allen Harrell, John
Huesser, Catherine Hurley, Patricia Jones, Richard L.
Jones, Mildred “Tunkey” Kennerty, Tracy Kosut, Michael
LaBoone, Barbara Lannon, Evelyn Larson, Sally LaTorre,
Anne Ledet, Lynn, Lorena Maher, John Mahoney, Sharon
McCabe, Bea McCulloch, Jim McCulloch, Marianne
Meshot, Charlie Meyer, Clarence Meyer, Steve Meyer,
Mary Mitchum, Kenneth Moore, Edson Moya, Christina
Nolen, Thomas Peri, Mayme Pitts, Patty Reed, Dorothy
Ritter, Brian Rourke, Drew Sadler, Nancy Scarboro,
Margaret Shieder, Wanda Shieder, Will Schieder, Claudia
Smith, Arliene Sports, Teresa Verroi, Johnny Waters, Sr.,
and Rosie Wells. If you wish to add or delete a name
from the prayer list, call Helen Mellette 556-2707.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY: Sr. Mary
Bernard (Vietnam), Joe Botto (brother of Beth Compton),
Charlton L. Butler (grandson of Frances Frizelle), Steve Carlier,
Brian Cummings (son of M/M Ronald E. Smith), Matthew
Cummings (grandson of M/M Ronald E. Smith), Bill Davis, Erin
Delaney (daughter of Carolyn & Kevin Delaney), Brandon Faia,
Abby Ford (granddaughter of Gertrude Heuer), Brian Noel
Kellahan, Llavar Mack, Krystal Mason, Daniel Metts (nephew of
M/M Tony Weatherford), Stanley Morgan (son of John Morgan),
and Michael Morrill (grandson of Gloria Morrill).
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